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Tribute  to  the  Present  Leadership  of  the  Church — 
God  is  at  the  Helm  and  He  is  Leading  His  Servants. 

Address  delivered  at  the    106th  Semi- Annual  Conference,  Friday, 
4th  October,  1935,  by  Elder  Alonzo  A.  Hinckley, 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve. 


I  plead  with  you  for  your  supporting 
power.        I   never  needed   it  more. 

This  is  a  beautiful  occasion,  a  wonder- 
ful opening  to  a  great  conference.  On- 
souls  have  been  thrilled  by  the  sweet 
melodies  of  this  stake  choir.  God  bless 
their  talents  and  give  them  a  desire  to 
use  these  talents  to  praise  the  Lord  our 
God  forever.  My  soul  has  thrilled,  and 
I  have  said  out  of  the  depths  of  my  heart 
when  every  one  of  the  brethren  has  closed 
his  remarks,  Amen — the  Lord  let  it  be 
so. 

A  beautiful  setting. 

We  are  surrounded  with  beauty,  with 
peace,  with  comfort  in  this,  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  spots  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth.  It  seems  to  me  it  was  never 
more  beautiful  than  to-day.  I  do  not 
have  to  invite  vou  to  look  over  the  beauti- 


ful sweep  of  green  which  extends  back 
to  the  north  wall  and  see  the  wealth  of 
colour  that  rises  to  the  top  of  that  wall. 
There  is  no  other  setting  like  it  in  all  the 
world.  It    is   a    rare   privilege,    in    the 

shadow  of  the  Temple  erected  to  the  most 
high  God,  to  meet  in  this  great  assembly 
room  in  conference  capacity,  after  a  lapse 
of  a  hundred  and  six  years  since  the 
organization  of  the  Church. 

The  present  leadership  of  the  Church. 

I  thought  as  I  listened  to  the  burning 
testimony  of  the  President  this  morning, 
testifying  of  the  divinity  of  the  Lord  our 
God,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  testify- 
ing of  the  divine  mission  of  Joseph  Smith 
the  Prophet,  and  bearing  his  testimony  as 
to  the  worthiness  of  his  predecessors — I 
thought  after  having  had  a  lifetime  ac- 
quaintance with  the  general  authorities  of 
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the  Church,  and  now  one  year's  experi- 
ence in  close  daily  contact  with  them,  why 
could  I  not,  a  humble  man,  testify  of  the 
living-,  testify  of  the  leadership  of  this 
Church  as  it  is  to-day. 

I  have  seen  these  men  day  in  and  day 
out.  I    have   witnessed    them    in    their 

wrestling  with  the  grave  problems  that 
qrise  to  be  solved.  I  have  observed  the 
vast  amount  of  routine  work  that  must 
constantly  be  given  careful  attention  day 
by  day.  These  leaders  are  known  to  us. 
Their  lives  are  open  books.  They  have 
grown  up  under  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
Their  incomings  and  their  outgoings  are 
known  to  all.  They  are  chosen  of  God 
to  carry  forward  his  work  at  this  period  in 
the  history  of  the  Church. 

I  ask  for  your  deliberate  consideration 
and  your  feeling  of  reverence  for  the 
authorities  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  What  a  variety  of 
men  constitutes  the  General  Authorities 
of   this    Church  !  When    any    problem 

comes  before  them,  think  of  the  various 
viewpoints  that  are  brought  to  bear  in 
its  solution,  and  think  of  the  safety  and 
security  of  each  solution  as  it  goes  out  to 
the  people  with  the  wise  recommendations 
of  all. 

The  Oracles  of  God. 

I  bear  testimony  that  my  brethren  live 
in  the  love  and  favour  of  God  and  that 
they  carry  their  responsibilities  with  fideli- 
ty. I  bear  testimony  of  the  unity 
and  the  feeling  of  brotherly  love  that 
exist  in  the  presiding  councils.  I  bear 
testimony  of  the  deference  and  reverence 
that  are  given  to  the  President  of  the 
Church,  in  recognition  of  his  long  life  of 
faithful  devotion  to  the  cause  of  truth,  his 
known  unswerving  integrity  under  every 
condition  of  life  that  has  ever  confronted 
him,  his  generous  spirit,  his  heart  of 
understanding  and  his  ear  that  is  open  to 
the  petitions  of  the  just  and  the  good. 

We  rejoice  with  him  in  the  inspiration 
that  came  to  him  in  the  happy  choice  that 
he  made  of  his  counsellors.  President 
Clark,  a  born  straight  thinker,  a  right- 
eous defender  of  the  truth,  is  a  man  of 
undeviating  and  unfaltering  devotion  to 
the  Church,  who  is  never  given  to  ex- 
pediency and  cannot  be  lured  by  positions 
or  place   away   from   the   high   standards 


of  the  Church.  President  McKay,  with 
his  manly  physique,  a  perfect  physical 
specimen,  it  seems  to  me,  presided  over 
by  a  trained  and  a  keen  mind,  enjoys  a 
spirituality  that  has  made  him,  not  of  his 
own  volition  but  by  common  consent,  the 
idol  of  youth,  the  foremost  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  officer  of  his  day.  The  sweet- 
ness of  his  life  flows  into  ours  in  richness 
and  lifts  in  us  every  good  quality  and 
ambition. 

These  men  constitute  the  Presidency  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  oracles  of  God  chosen  to  re- 
ceive the  mind  and  the  will  and  the  word 
of  the  Lord  and  to  impart  it  unto  the 
people.  I  bear  testimony  that  the  avenues 
of  revelation  are  open.  The  brethren 
are  worthy.  Jesus  is  at  the  helm.  This 
is   His  work  and  He  leads  His  servants. 

^Willing  to  give  his  Life. 

I  could  go  on  down  the  line,  for  one 
year's  close  contact  with  these  brethren 
has  found  a  response  in  my  heart  and 
brought  a  richness  into  my  life  that  I  have 
no  ability  to  express  in  words.  President 
Clawson,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
Council  of  Twelve,  has  been  steadfast  and 
true  while  he  has  pegged  out  his  better 
than  seventy-eight  years  in  faithful  ser- 
vice. He  stands  before  us  a  living  wit- 
ness that  men  walk  the  earth  in  this 
generation  of  time  who  would  give  their 
lives  for  the  truth  and  for  their  friends. 
I  recall,  as  many  of  you  recall,  in  history 
that  Rudger  Clawson  stood  by  the  side  of 
his  companion,  Elder  Joseph  Standing, 
and  saw  him  shot  down  in  cold  blood,  and 
then  heard  the  voice  of  the  leading  mobo- 
crat  give  the  order,  as  he  designated 
Rudger  Clawson,  "  Shoot  that  man." 
Brother  Clawson,  looking  down  the 
barrels  of  those  guns  that  were  levelled  at 
at  his  head,  folded  his  arms  and  said  with 
majesty,  "  Shoot."  He  made  the  sacri- 
fice, he  offered  his  life,  but  the  Lord  willed 
it  otherwise  and  he  walks  about  among 
us  true  and  faithful,  living  out  the  mea- 
sure of  his  creation. 

Men   with   outstanding   qualifications. 

So  I  could  go  on  down  and  name  my 
brethren  :  Reed  Smoot,  the  illustrious 
Senator,  now  at  this  mature  period  of  his 
life  giving  out  of  his  rich  experience  all 
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that  he  has  for  the  building-  of  the 
Church  and  Kingdom  of  God ;  George 
Albert  Smith,  the  apostle  of  love  and  sym- 
pathy and  good  will;  George  F.  Richards, 
the  patient,  the  exact,  the  true,  the  tried  ; 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  an  oracle,  one  who 
knows  all  that  God  has  revealed  perhaps 
as  well  as  any  other  living  man. 

And  so  I  might  go  on  down  through 
the  list,  but  time  will  not  permit,  naming 
each  in  his  place,  each  with  his  outstand- 
ing qualities,  all  united  for  the  building 
of  the  Church  and  Kingdom  of  God  upon 
the  earth. 

Leaders  in   Stakes  and  Missions. 

Then  as  we  reach  out  and  discover,  as 
I  have  been  permitted  to  discover  as  I 
have  visited  the  stakes  and  missions  and 
met  the  fine  leaders  we  have  serving  as 
presidents  of  missions,  presidents  of 
stakes,  bishops  of  wards,  as  superinten- 
dencies  and  presidencies  of  auxiliary  or- 
ganizations and  the  good  men  and  women 
that  they  have  gathered  about  them,  all 
down  the  line,  I  marvel  as  I  say:  "  Oh, 
Lord,  it  is  true  ;  Thou  hast  brought  forth 
a  great  and  marvellous  work.  Thou 
hast  lifted  an  ensign  to  the  world."  And 
I  feel  that  I  could  almost  sing  with  Isaiah  : 
"  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are 
the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings, 
that  publisheth  peace  ;  that  bringeth  good 
tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  salva- 
tion; that  saith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God 
reigneth.  Rise  from  the  dust  and  shake 
thyself,  and  go  forth  in  power  and  in 
dominion." 

As  the  Voice  of  God. 

God  bless  the  leaders  of  Zion  and  bring 
into  our  hearts  a  renewed  feeling  of 
reverence,  that  henceforth  their  voices,  as 
they  speak  as  they  are  moved  upon  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  shall  be  unto  us  as  the 
voice  of  God.  In  this  hour  when  war 
drums  are  rolling,  fleets  are  massing, 
soldiers  are  being  marshalled  and  all  the 
powers  of  destruction  are  being  assem- 
bled, let  us  remember  the  word  of  the 
Lord  who  said:  "  When  that  day  shall 
come  that  peace  shall  be  taken  from  the 
earth,  when  the  devil  shall  have  dominion 
over  his  own,  I  the  Lord  shall  rule  in  the 
hearts  of  Zion  and  shall  come  down  in 
judgment  upon  the  earth." 


That  God  may  help  us  to  know  who 
we  are,  be  what  we  ought  to  be,  live  as 
we  should  live  and  go  forth  with  irresist- 
ible power  of  righteousness  in  the  pro- 
clamation and  living  of  the  truth,  is  my 
prayer  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.       Amen. 

—  □   a  

NEWS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  THE 
WORLD. 

Headquarters  of  the  French  Mission 
were  transferred  during  March  from 
Paris,  France,  to  65  Rue  De  Campine, 
Liege,  Belgium,  according  to  President 
Octave  S.  Ursenbach,  French  Mission 
President.  Offices  of  the  Palestine- 
Syrian  Mission,  of  which  Brother  B. 
Piranian  President,  were-  recently 
changed  from  Haifa,  Palestine  to  Rue 
Sioufi,  Archrafie,  Beirut,  Lebanon. 

Culmination  of  the  world's  largest 
basketball  tournament — the  Latter-day 
Saint  M  Men  competition — was  reached 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Saturday,  7th  March, 
with  Ogden  Eighth  ward  retaining  the 
title.  Nearly  15,000  youths  from  Mexico, 
Canada  and  various  parts  of  America 
competed. 

Appointment  of  Elder  Wallace  F. 
Toronto,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  to  succeed 
Elder  Arthur  Gaeth  as  President  of  the 
Czechoslovak  Mission  is  announced  at  the 
office  of  the   First  Presidency. 

Utah  will  be  the  theme  of  the  May 
number  of  the  National  Geographic 
Magazine  (1,110,000  world-wide  circula- 
tion), Mr.  George  S.  Nichols,  of  the 
Geographic  Society  announces  in 
Washington    D.C.  Besides   the   usual 

photographs,  16  pages  of  the  issue  will 
be  embellished  with  colour  pictures  of 
scenes  in  Utah  and  Salt  Lake  City. 

National  Director  of  Senior  Scouting 
in  America,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Keane,  of 
New  York  City,  said  during  a  visit  to 
Salt  Lake  City:  "  World  wide  Boy  Scout 
activities  attain  their  highest  degree  of 
excellence  in  L^tah  due  to  support  given 
the  movement  by  church,  civic  and  city 
officials."  He  added  that  Utah  Scouts 
are  "  recognized  over  the  world  as  the 
finest."  Organized     in     the     Church, 

29th  November,  1911,  Boy  Scouts  in 
Latter-dav  Saint  troops  number  more 
than  24,000  in  22  different  countries. 
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A  LOST  FAITH  IN  GOD 

By  Elder  Charles  R.  Mabey 


PART  II. 

Respect  for  Ancestors. 

There  has  grown  up  also  among  us  a 
disposition  to  despise  the  accomplishments 
of  other  ages  and  smile  at  the  paucity  of 
their  knowledge.  "  Wherefore  let  him 
that  thinketh  he  standeth,  take  heed  lest 
he  fall."  No  one  wants  to  see  the  ances- 
tor worship  that  prevails  in  China.  But 
a  decent  respect  for  those  great  spirits 
that  have  gone  on  ahead  of  us  is  an  indi- 
cation of  that  humility  that  spells  pro- 
gress. Some  things  our  ancestors  may 
not  have  known  that  we  know  now,  but 
they  had  much  more  knowledge  than  we 
give  them  credit  for.  There  are  too  many 
ruins  of  civilzations  we  know  nothing 
about  for  us  to  sit  in  judgment  on  any- 
body. Even  in  out  of  the  way  places, 
such  as  far-off  Easter  Island,  in  Yucatan 
and  Mexico,  and  in  the  jungles  of  Asia 
men  have  discovered  works  that  shame 
much  of  our  vaunted  superiority.  Their 
civilization  has  disappeared  leaving  only 
these  remnants  to  tell  their  vague  story. 
How  do  we  know  they  were  not  superior 
to  us  in  science?  We  have  no  records 
that  tell  us  that  they  did  not  know  as 
much  about  the  secrets  of  nature,  even 
those  most  hidden,  as  we  know  now? 
How  do  we  know  that  some  dim  future 
period,  using  the  imagery  of  Macauley,  a 
traveller  from  New  Zealand  shall  not 
stand  on  the  ruins  of  St.  P'aul's  and  see 
a  single  naked  fisherman  cast  his  net  in 
the  Thames,  or  one  from  an  equally  re- 
mote place  visit  the  site  whereon  our  chief 
city  now  sits  in  its  pride  and  behold  its 
mighty  structures  in  huge  littered  piles 
overgrown  with  forests  and  tenanted  by 
wild  beasts? 

No  advancement  made. 

At  any  rate  whatever  we  have  learned, 
the  present  condition  of  society  is  proof 
sufficient  that  we  haven't  gone  verv  far. 
We  may  have  made  material  gains,  but 
we  are  woefully  and  utterly  disorganized 
and  nobody  seems  to  know  which  way 
we  are  going.  We  haven't  advanced  a 
foot  since  the  days  of  Aristotle  in  philoso- 


phy and  surely  no  one  would  give  us 
credit  for  having  produced  a  teacher  equal 
to  him  who  died  on  Calvary.  It  might 
be  well  to  take  stock  of  our  accom- 
plishments before  we  rail  at  those 
of  other  days. 

Considering  all  these  things  is  it  not 
well  to  take  stock  and  discover  whether 
the  fetishes  we  have  been  worshipping 
are  fallible?  We  have  laid  great  store 
by  science  for  many  decades?  Its  votaries 
have  been  our  guide,  its  lamp  has  lit  our 
feet,  its  genius  had  fed  and  clothed  us, 
and  in  the  years  yet  to  come  it  was  to 
lead  us  out  of  every  wilderness  into  new 
lands  of  promise.  There  was  to  come  a 
joyous  blessed  day  when  under  its  benign 
aegis  want  should  be  driven  from  human 
habitations  and  fear  from  human  hearts. 
Yet  within  the  memory  of  every  adult  per- 
son has  happened  the  worst,  the  most 
diabolical,  the  most  sanguinary  and  the 
most  colossal  war  on  record.  The  bodies 
of  millions  were  given  to  the  maw  of  Mars 
for  four  and  a  quarter  years.  Other  mil- 
lions were  maimed  and  torn  and  orphaned 
almost     beyond     belief.  So     frightful 

was  this  bloody  catastrophe  that  a  dweller 
from  another  planet  coming  here  must 
have  concluded  at  the  sight  of  the 
butchery  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  had  gone  mad. 

Loss  of  confidence  and  faith. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  foulest  wrong 
done  to  us  was  the  loss  of  confidence  and 
faith.  What  would  we  not  give  could 
we  be  assured  that  confidence  towards 
each  other  had  been  restored  among  the 
nations  and  faith  had  again  been  placed 
in  the  hearts  of  men?  What  price  would 
we  not  pay  to  have  within  us  that  assur- 
ance, that  calmness,  that  resided  in  us 
before  the  dogs  of  war  were  unleashed  in 
1914?  Wouldn't  most  of  us  be  willing 
to  part  with  some  of  the  comforts  of 
modern  civilization  could  we  return  to  the 
peace  and  satisfaction  that  were  ours  in 
those  earlier  times  when  there  still  seemed 
to  be  some  sort  of  brotherhood  on  earth? 
Is  it  not  possible,  then,  that  one  side  of 
our  nature  has  been  sadly  neglected? 
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Blame  where  due. 

Mind  you,  I  am  not  blaming  science  for 
all  these  things.  Not  at  all.  I  lay  the 
blame  where  it  is  due  :  upon  the  men  and 
women  who  belong  to  the  age  of  which 
I  am  a  part.  In  other  words,  using  the 
language  of  Maurice,  "  I  wish  to  confess 
that  the  sins  of  my  time  are  my  own." 
I  am  responsible  for  its  shortcomings.  If 
I  find  fault  with  it  I  condemn  myself. 
I  am  no  outsider,  no  foreigner,  but  part 
of  it.  I  am,  therefore  in  a  position  to 
offer  a  righteous  judgment. 

For  three  generations  we  have  relied 
upon  science  and  found  it  to  be  wanting. 
This  is  no  fault  of  hers  any  more  than 
she  is  to  blame  that  products  of  her  brain 
are  used  by  men  or  mutual  slaughter.  She 
is  a  tool  which  we  use  to  make  us  ac- 
quainted with  the  secrets  of  nature  that 
we  may  use  those  secrets  to  our  benefit. 
It  is  no  concern  of  hers  if  we  have  tried 
to  use  that  tool  for  other  purposes  and 
it  has  proved  inadequate,  because  that  tool 
knows  nothing  about  the  soul  of  man. 

Long  ages  of  struggle  have  taught  us 
that  one  of  the  requirements  of  that  soul 
is  faith  in  itself  and  faith  in  a  Higher 
Power.  With  such  faith  there  are  no 
limits  it  cannot  attain.  Each  one  of  us 
is  a  witness  to  this  truth.  We  know 
that  the  moving  cause  of  everything  we 
do  lies  within  us.  When  we  are  enervated 
and  filled  with  fear  there  is  nothing  we 
can  do,  but  when  we  feel  down  in  the 
depths  of  our  being  the  urge  everlasting 
there  is  nothing  we  cannot  do.  At  such 
times  no  summits  ever  reached  by  others 
are  beyond  us.  Beneath  the  surface  of  us 
are  reservoirs  so  deep  that  plummet  can- 
not sound  them,  from  which  we  draw  un- 
counted reserves.  When  we  tap  that 
storehouse  we  rise  to  the  heights.  In 
one  such  hour  Palissy,  seeing  a  specimen 
of  Chinese  porcelain,  resolved  to  draw 
from  that  source  and  become  the  greatest 
designer  and  producer  of  this  kind  of  art 
work  Europe  has  brought  forth ;  in 
another  Correggio,  looking  upon  Rapha- 
el's "  Saint  Cecelia  "  for  the  first  time, 
felt  within  himself  an  awakened  power 
and  exclaimed,  "  I,  too,  am  a  painter!  " 
and  became  one  of  the  greatest  artists  of 
Italy.  We  hear  a  great  orator,  gaze 
upon    a    beautiful    piece    of    sculpture,    or 


read    a    good    book    and    exclaim    in    our 
hearts,  "  I,  too,  could  do  that!  " 

"  As  God  is." 

No  one  has  ever  yet  expressed  himself 
to  his  fullest  capabilities.  Shakespeare, 
though  he  be  the  world's  greatest  poet, 
left  within  himself  still  more  sublime 
poetry  ;  Webster  never  founded  the  majes- 
tic deeps  of  his  nature ;  Milton  never 
wrote  his  greatest  lines.  They  all  died 
with  their  work  unfinished  to  carry  it  on 
in  some  brighter  land.  Mormonism  ex- 
presses this:  "  As  man  is  God  once 
was;  as  God  is,  man  may  become." 

If  all  is  heredity  and  environment,  what 
gave  to  the  great  Steinmetz  the  wizardry 
to  make  the  lightning  do  his  bidding? 
Poor,  hunchbacked,  frail  and  unknown,  he 
drew  from  that  unfailing  fount  and  the 
electrical  world  lay  at  his  feet. 

Thirty  years  ago  I  saw  in  the  Plaza  at 
Florence  Michel  Angelo's  statue  of  David. 
There  stood  the  boy  king,  sling  in  hand, 
alert,  hair  flowing  over  massive  brow, 
ready  to  loose  his  missile  at  the  head  of 
the  giant  Goliath.  The  very  marble  pul- 
sated with  life.  I  was  told  that  the 
block  out  of  which  this  was  carved  had 
lain  for  forty  years  rejected  by  other 
sculptors  because  it  was  too  large  and 
unwieldly.  Finally  it  came  to  the  atten- 
tion of  this  great  Master.  Undeterred 
•where  others  had  failed,  he  saw  its  possi- 
bilities. Within  that  spring  from  which 
he  had  so  often  drawn  for  inspiration  lay 
the  germs  of  this  work  of  art.  He 
looked  upon  the  formless  stone  and  it  as- 
sumed definite  shape  in  his  mind.  At 
once  he  saw  the  body  of  the  heroic 
Hebrew  boy  emerge  from  its  prison 
house  ;  he  saw  the  spirit  shine  forth  from 
mouth  and  face  and  eye  ;  he  saw  limbs  and 
head  issue  out  of  the  dead  mass.  To 
him  it  was  a  labour  of  love  to  release  the 
soul   of   David   from   its  confinement. 

Seizing  chisel  and  hammer  in  due 
course  he  brought  into  being  this  master- 
piece. Angelo  is  acknowledged  as  one 
of  the  supreme  geniuses  in  painting  and 
sculpture.  The  results  of  his  labors  are 
to  be  found  all  over  Italy.  But  his  great- 
est work  was  never  painted  on  canvas,  or 
cut  out  of  yielding  marble.  There  lay 

within  him  capacities, — virility,   strength, 
rugged  grandeur, — such  as  no  worker  in 
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stone  ever  wrought  into  reality.  Dare 
we  say  that  all  this  energy  and  fire  was 
the  end  of  Michel  Angelo? 

He  has  been  dead  these  three  or  four 
hundred   years.  Long    ago    the   chisel 

stiffened  in  his  hand,  the  mallet  of  the 
Master  was  laid  aside,  and  he  passed  into 
eternal  sleep.  The  boy  David  that  he 
fashioned  still  stands,  throbbing,  life- 
like, a  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  for- 
ever. As  long  as  men  admire  such  su- 
preme achievements,  it  will  be  deathless 
monument  to  the  hands  that  created  it. 
But  shall  it  be  said  that  this  block  of 
stone,  be  it  ever  so  expertly  and  delicate- 
ly formed,  is  greater  than  the  mind  that 
created  it?  Is  the  thing  created  to  be 
greater  than  its  creator,  Is  the  "  David  " 
of  Angelo  to  live  while  the  spirit  that 
made  it  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth  has 
passed  into  nothingness?  Beasts  that 
want  discourse  of  reason  would  protest  at 
such  a  monstrous  perversion  of  our  intel- 
lectual sense. 

A  Lord  of  Life. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  next  point  with 
some  diffidence,  for  I  am  treading  on  holy 
ground.  At  the  beginning  of  this  talk 

somewhere  we  said  that  science  had  not 
yet  become  Lord  of  life,  that  life  is  not  a 
homeless  waif  wandering  up  and  down 
through  space  awaiting  the  call  of  sur- 
geon or  biologist  to  bid  it  enter  into  dead 
matter?  But  there  was  a  Lord  of  life 
and  there  is  a  Lord  of  life  to  whom  we 
can  turn  and  find  succour  in  our  hour 
of  distress  and  hope  on  our  day  of 
sorrow.  He,  too,  lived  in  a  day  when 
men's  minds  were  in  turmoil  and  doubt 
and  dread.  Old  doctrines  had  become 
effete  and  useless.  Old  systems  lived  in 
a  day  when  men's  minds  found  no  comfort 
in  their  old  faiths.  These  were  dead  in 
Athens,  dead  in  Rome,  dead  in  Egypt. 
Men  were  waiting  for  a  newer  and  'a 
larger  life  and  they  found  it.  Hitherto 
the  gods  that  had  presided  over  the  re- 
ligions of  men  had  been  impersonal  ones, 
figments  of  the  imagination,  gods  whom 
poets  and  prophets  had  tried  to  describe 
and  geniuses  like  Phidias  had  tried  to 
make  visual  in  stone.  Even  the  Jews, 
the  chosen  people  of  the  Lord,  had  a 
vague     understanding     of     the     Messiah 


which  was  to  come;  but  in  reality  they 
thought  that  God  had  fabricated  the  uni- 
verse in  six  days  and  had  sat  down  and 
rested  on  the  seventh,  laying  aside  His 
work  as  a  clockmaker  would  put  down  a 
finished  clock.  Reason  should  have  told 
them  that  God's  work  is  never  done,  that 
He,  too,  finds  His  tasks  that  have  to  be 
taken  care  of.  "  My   Father  worketh 

now  and  I  work,"  said  His  Son,  but  they 
understood   Him   not. 

In  the  early  days  of  His  ministry,  when 
the  wonder  of  it  had  not  yet  penetrated 
far  into  the  consciousness  of  Jewry,  Philip 
told  Nathanael  of  the  miracles  done  by 
the  new  prophet,  to  which  the  latter  said, 

Can  any  good  come  out  of  Nazareth?  " 
Philip  replied,  "  Come  and  see."  And 
when  they  went  to  see,  the  Lord  descry- 
ing them  from  afar,  exclaimed,  "  Behold 
an  Israelite  in  whom  there  is  no  guile."' 
His  pure  soul,  piercing  matter  and  space 
with  far  greater  strength  than  any  ray 
recently  discovered,  found  the  truth  and 
expressed  it. 

"  Come  and  see." 

As  Philip  said  to  his  friend  back  in 
those  dim  centuries,  so  say  we  to  all  who 
are  in  doubt,  or  fear  or  dread,  "  Come 
and  see  "  and  you  shall  know.  Hudson 
many  years  ago  told  us  that  man's  title 
deeds  to  eternal  life  lay  written  on  the 
tablets  of  his  own  soul  and  not  on  the 
wings  of  the  butterfly.  And  so,  using  the 
same  thought  may  we  say  that  "  Christ's 
claims  to  divinity  lie  within  His  own  per- 
sonality and  there  is  all  the  proof  He 
needs. 

He  was  not  a  schoolman.  He  never 
indulged  in  useless  debates  about  the 
Godhead  or  heaven.  He  took  these  as 
matters    of  course.  He   borrowed   no 

system  of  teaching  ;  he  copied  no  philoso- 
pher ;  no  Magian  learning  hung  on  His 
brow.  He  knew  His  Scripture,  but  He 
gave  it  a  new  meaning,  but  mostly  He 
taught  doctrines  nobody  had  ever  heard 
before.  He  spoke  as  never  man  had 

spoken.       For  He  was  the  Son  of  God. 

Taught  with  authority. 

He  made  no  appeal  to  tradition.  There 
was  no  depending  on  others  for  support. 
He  did  not  attempt  to  prove  His  position 
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by  the  use  of  great  names.  He  taught 
as  one  having  authority.  He  leaned  on 
One  only.  "  It  hath  been  said  by  them 
of  old  time,  but  I  say  unto  you,"  Here 
was  a  Being  who  knew  Moses  and  the 
prophets,  but  He  had  no  need  of  them, 
for  He  was  the  Son  of  God. 

He  never  made  an  attempt  to  prove  the 
immortality  of  the  soul.  There  was  no 
purpose  of  that.  What  He  said  was  its 
own  evidence.  There  was  no  apology 
to  His  teaching,  for  it  was  too  palpably 
self-evident.  His  speech  was  all  declara- 
tory. There  was  no  tangling  up  with 
promises  and  smooth  philosophies  of  the 
day.  Reasoning  in  its  ordinary  sense 
never  occurred  to  Him.  Because  of  this 
— this  revealing-  of  the  naked  truth — all 
He  taught  was  not  transitory  or  subject 
to  the  whims  of  fashion.  All  He  said 
has  come  to  us  unencumbered  with  verbi- 
age, as  it  should  be,  for  it  was  the  speech 
of  the  Son  of  God. 

Language   Universal. 

His  language  fits  all  ages  and  climes; 
it   is   universal.  We   understand   it  as 

readily  in  the  Twentieth  as  they  did  in  the 
First  century.  He  was  neither  Jew  or 
Greek,  neither  ancient  nor  modern ; 
neither  learned  nor  ignorant.  We  grasp 
His  thought  to-day  as  quickly  as  His 
fellow  Galileans,  the  barbarian  compre- 
hends Him  as  easily  as  does  the  citizen 
of  London.  Can  this  be  said  of  any  of 
the  world's  philosophers?  Try  to  read 
Plato  and  Aristotle,  Kant  and  James. 
You  will  then  understand  what  I  mean. 
Why  did  He  speak  so  plainly?  Because 
He  was  the  Son  of  God. 

He  said  but  little.  All  that  is  written 
of  His  sayings  could  be  put  into  a  very 
small  compass,  yet  the  subject  matter  is 
inexhaustible.  Some  twenty-four  hun- 
dred years  ago,  Confucius  said  much  that 
is  true,  but  now  a  great  deal  of  it  is  out 
of  date.  Socrates  may  have  been  per- 
fect in  his  day,  but  we  might  discard 
much  of  it  now.  Not  so  with  Christ. 
Try  to-  delete  any  of  His  words.  The 

world  is  loser  by  so  much.  He  put  no 
dross  into  His  thought.  None  of  His 
words  have  to  be  winnowed  away.  He 
is  always  in  the  right.  The  spirit  always 
rests  upon  Him.       Others  may  have  their 


days  of  imperfection.  His  is  a  never- 
failing  fountain  of  truth.  Because  He  is 
the  Son  of  God. 

•Perfectly  said. 

He  wrote  nothing  down  for  future 
generations   to   haggle   over.  He  pre- 

ferred to  have  His  thoughts  live  in  men's 
souls.  Others  wrote  what  He  said  and 
instinctively  on  reading  what  He  said  the 
lowliest  or  the  highest  feels  that  what  was 
said  was  perfectly  said,  that  nothing 
could  be  added  to  clarify  it,  or  taken  away 
because  too  much  was  said.  Each  thought 
comes  like  a  nugget  of  pure  gold  from  the 
bottom  of  the  river  of  knowledge  and  it 
needs  no  refining.  He  was,  indeed,  the 
Son  of  God. 

According  to  Him  God  demands  a 
singleness  of  life  and  purpose.  One  can- 
not be  Janus-faced  and  look  both  ways, 
like  Lot's  wife,  back  on  the  pleasures  and 
comforts  of  a  former  existence  with  long- 
ing and  at  the  same  time  look  forward 
to  the  newer  and  larger  life.  In  that 

particular  our  fathers,  when  they  left  be- 
hind them  in  Missouri,  all  their  worldly 
goods,  cast  no  backward  glances  at  their 
possessions,  neither  did  they  desire  to. 
They  were  entering  into  a  new  land  to 
carve  out  a  new  existence.  So  must  it 
be  said  who  enter  His  life,  for  He  is  the 
Son  of  God. 

All  faith  was  voluntary.  It  is  some- 
thing to  be  gained  by  an  inward  power. 
We  can  develop  it  in  ourselves.  "  If  a 
man  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me  and 
drink."  Our  real  life  is  an  inner  not  an 
outer  one.  We  cannot  become  Christians 
by  accretion.  We  grow  from  within. 
Crystals  gather  their  substance  from 
surrounding  matter  and  add  it  from  with- 
out. Not  so  with  living  things.  They 
must  assimilate  from  within  and  thus 
make  it  part  of  themselves.  None  of  us 
amounts  to  much  from  an  earthly  stand- 
point. Even  our  greatest  quickly  pass 
into  nothingness.  ' 

Christ  is  one  of  us.  There  is  no  cold- 
ness of  marble  about  Him.  He  walked 
and  talked  with  men;  He  was  the  carpen- 
ter's son ;  He  knew  human  wants  and 
human  sorrow,  though  He  were  the  Son 
of  God. 
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Almost  exactly  nineteen  hundred  years 
ago  He  was  nailed  upon  a  eruel  eross,  yet 
He  is  a  living  foree,  pointing  the  way  to 
life  and  hope  everlasting.  The  poet  said, 
as  He  said  in  other  language  those  many 
centuries   back  : — 

"  Man  is  not  dust,   man  is  not  dust,   I 
say, 
A    lightning    substance    through    his 
being  runs, 
A    flame    he    knows    not    of    illumes    his 
clay, 
The  cosmic  fire  that  feeds  the  swarm- 
ing suns. 
As    giant    worlds     sent    spinning     into 
space 
Hold   at    their  centre   still   the  parent 
flame, 
So  man  within  that  undiscovered  place, 
His    centre,     stores    the    light    from 
which  he  came. 

Dust,  why  the  future  laughs  at  our  dull 
sight, 
Laughs  at  the  judgment  linking  man 
to  sod. 
Damning     him     ever    with     decay     and 
blight, 
When   at  his   centre  burns   the  blaze 
of  God. 
Uncover,  man,  thy  heaven  self  is  gold, 
And   gladden   the   eyes   of   Him   who 
made  thee  good. 
In  that  first  morning  when  the  worlds 
were  told 
And   primal   Word   pronounced   thine 
angelhood. 

O   God,   give  us  the  whirlwind  vision ; 
let  us  see 
Clear-eyed  that  flame  creation  we  call 
earth. 
And    man,    the    shining   image,    like    to 
thee ! 
Let  the  new  age  come  quickly  to  its 
birth, 
When    mortals    shall    know    themselves 
divine, 
And    waking    from    their    dreams    of 
sense, 
Shall  ask  no  proof,  no  message  and  no 
sign, 
Man's  larger  sight,  the  unanswerable 
evidence." 


LIFE'S  CONTRAST. 

Editorial — from    Deseret    News. 

Life  is  made  up  of  contrasts.  Were  this 
not  true  it  would  be  dreary  and  monoto- 
nous past  enduring.  Some  people  do 
not  take  an  intelligent  view  of  this  fact. 
They  take  the  good  as  a  matter  of  course, 
but  when  trouble  comes  they  seem  totally 
bowed  down  and  unnerved.  Education 
can  do  nothing  better  for  men  and  women 
than  to  give  them  a  true  and  serious 
philosophy  of  life.  It  should  be  under- 
stood by  all  that  pain  and  suffering,  losses 
and  death,  do  not  come  by  special  decree. 
They  all  fall  under  the  workings  of  uni- 
versal laws.  The  great  problem  is  with 
respect  to  the  laws  themselves,  and  these 
deep  laws  of  life  are  the  laws  of  a  wise, 
just  and  loving  Father. 

Nature  is  one  continuous  parable  of 
contrasts    bound    into    harmony.  The 

lower  creatures  and  the  higher  alike,  the 
storm-cloud  and  the  glorious  sunset,  the 
earthquake  and  the  quiet,  fertile  fields,  all 
make  up  the  universe.  Human  art  fol- 
lows the  same  interpretation.  The  artist 
delights  in  catching  on  his  canvas  the 
wildest  and  grandest  scenery — the  ocean 
in  a  tempest,  the  great  mountains  with 
the  peaceful  valley  nestling  at  its  feet. 
True  art  is  that  which  binds  the  contrasts 
in  harmony,  bringing  joy,  hope,  beauty 
and  the  sense  of  victory. 

The  great  works  of  literature,  the  bibles 
of  the  race,  have  the  same  unifying  power. 
The  classic  stories  grow  out  of  contrast. 
Rarely  does  the  course  of  true  love  run 
smooth ;  but  all  the  more  sacred  and 
blessed  does  true  love  become.  The 
dramatic  unity  of  the  great  dramas  is 
built  out  of  the  law  of  contrast.  Out 
of  the  mingled  joy  and  pain  comes  the 
harmony   of   good. 

When  we  come  to  the  deep  facts  of 
human  experience  the  only  way  of  meeting 
the  contrasts  of  life  heroically  is  the  way 
of  religion.  The  genuinely  religious  man 
or  woman  takes  life's  joys  when  they 
come   and   thanks  God.  They  take  its 

sorrows  also  in  sublime  trust  that  all  will 
be  well.  They  never  forget  real  joy  and 
love.  Where  love  has  been  heroism  must 
ever  be.  Thus  the  way  of  religion  leads 
the  sufferer  out  of  his  isolation.  It  binds 
him    with    all   other  human   hearts   to  the 
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God  of  love.  It  teaches   him  to  take 

sorrow  and  pain  and  transmute  them  into 
good.  Where  sorrow  was,  he  learns  to 
put  the  more  sympathy,  the  more  courage, 
the  wider  and  deeper  faith. 

"  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and 
are  heavy  laden,"  said  the  Master,  "  and 
I  will  give  thee  rest."  It  is  better  for 
happiness  that  there  should  be  infinite 
variety  and  diversity  in  human  life.  We 
need  to  sense  the  fact  that  this  is  God's 
world  and  that  we  are  the  children  of  His 
providence  and  the  work  of  His  hands. 
Nothing  of  permanent  harm  can  come  to 
us  if  we  trust  in  Him  and  follow  the 
lowly  Nazarene.  After  the  rain  and  the 
clouds  comes  the  rainbow  and  the  sun- 
shine. 


SUCCESS  AND   FAILURE. 

I  do  not  think  all  failure's  undeserved, 
And    all    success    is    merely    someone's 
luck  ; 
Some  men  are  down  because  they   were 
unnerved, 
And    some    are    up   because    they    kept 
their  pluck. 
Some  men  are  down  because  they  chose 

to  shirk ; 
Some  men  are  high  because  they  did  their 

work. 
I  do  not  think  that  all  the  poor  are  good, 
That  riches  are  the  uniform  of  shame  ; 
The  beggar  might  have  conquered  if  he 
would, 
And  that  he  begs,  the  world  is  not  to 
blame. 
Misfortune  is  not  all  that  comes  to  mar  ; 
Most  men,   themselves,   have  shaped  the 
things  they  are. 

Edgar  A.  Guest. 

(Continued'  from   page   74.) 

Let  those  who  have  failed  in  prayer 
take  heart  from  those  who  have  suc- 
ceeded. God,  our  Father  in  heaven,  is 
not  far  away.  It  is  necessary  to  ap- 
proach Him,  however,  in  the  right  atti- 
tude of  spirit.  What  this  attitude  is 
may  easily  be  learned  from  the  New 
Testament  by  carefully  reading  what 
Jesus  and  His  Apostles  said  with  refer- 
ence to  it. 

— Joseph  F.  Merrill. 


WHAT  IS  SUCCESS. 

It's  doing  your  job  the  best  you  can, 
And  being  just  to  your  fellowman  ; 
It's  making  money,  but  holding  friends 
And  staying  true  to  your  aims  and  ends  ; 
It's  figuring  how  and  learning  why, 
And  looking  forward  and  thinking  high 
And  dreaming  a  little  and  doing  much ; 
It's  being  thorough,  yet  making  speed, 
With  what  is  finest  in  word  and  deed ; 
It's  daring  blithely  the  field  of  chance 
While   making  labour  a  brave  romance ; 
It's  going  onward  despite  defeat, 
And     fighting     staunchly,     but     keeping 

sweet ; 
It's  being  clean  and  it's  playing  fair; 
It's  laughing  lightly  at  Dame  Despair; 
It's  looking  up  at  the  stars  above, 
And  drinking  deeply  of  life  and  love  ; 
It's  struggling  on  with  the  will-to-win, 
But  taking  loss  with  a  cheerful  grin  ; 
It's  sharing  sorrow,  and  work,  and  mirth, 
And  making  better  this  good  old  earth  ; 
It's  serving,  striving  through  strain  and 

stress, 
It's  doing  your  noblest— that's  Success. 

— Dr.  Johnson. 


"Go  put  your  creed  into  your  deed." 

— Emerson. 


(Continued  from  page  80.) 

Sister  Cooksley's  father  died  on  24th 
April  in  Pretoria.  The  funeral  was  held 
on  the  26th,  and  a  fine  attendance  was 
present.  We  express  our  sorrow  and 
regret  to  Sister  Cooksley  at  this  time. 
May  God  bless  you  and  help  vou  carry 
on. 

Both  Sister  Brummer,  of  Olifantsfon- 
tein,  and  Sister  Katty  Dieperink,  of  Pre- 
toria, have  been  ill  the  past  month,  but 
are  now  successfully  convalescing  at 
their  respective  homes. 

Thanks  to  Sister  Kunitz  in  her  kind- 
ness of  inviting  the  Elders  to  a  weekly 
dinner  at  her  home. 

Pretoria  Branch  welcomes  the  Harholdt 
family  back  to  Roberts  Heights  and  this 
branch  upon  their  return  from  an  ex- 
tended vacation   to  the  Cape. 
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PRAYER  AND  SCIENCE. 

Under  this  title  the  Daily  Telegraph 
recently  published  a  letter  written  by  Sir 
Ambrose  Fleming,  F.R.S.,  replying  to 
a  writer  who  asserted,  among  other 
things,  that  it  was  useless  to  pray  for 
rain,  for  "  prayers  for  rain  have  no  real 
basis  since  the  development  for  meteoro- 
logy as  a  science."  Sir  Ambrose's  answer 
was  as  follows:  "  All  that  meteorological 
science  has  done  is  to  indicate  the  normal 
causes  of  rain  ;  but  that  no  more  proves 
that  there  cannot  be  a  control  over  them 
bv  their  Creator,  in  response  to  human 
prayer,  than  the  issue  of  a  time-table 
by  a  railway  directorate  prevents  a  special 
train  being  put  on  to  meet  exceptional 
conditions  by  adequate  request. 

"His  suggestion  that  an  abnormal  ex- 
tension of  daylight,  in  response  to 
Joshua's  prayer,  seems  '  an  impossibility 
in  view  of  modern  astronomy  '  is  also 
without  sufficient  reason.  The  direction 
in  which  an  object  is  seen  depends  on  that 
in  which  its  rays  of  light  reach  the  ob- 
server's eye.  Rays  of  sunlight  are 
actually  bent  slightly  round  the  earth  by 
atmospheric  refraction,  so  that  when  the 
sun  is  seen  apparently  touching  the  hori- 
zon it  is  raised  a  little  by  this  refraction. 
If  that  refraction  were  locally  increased  it 
would  prolong  the  daylight.  Can  Mr. 
Rowland  say  that  this  is  impossible  by 
the  Creator  of  rays  of  light  and  the 
atmosphere? 

"  Thirdly,  he  writes  of  the  '  unassail- 
able truth  of  the  evolutionary  hypothe- 
sis.' No  scientific  hypothesis  is  un- 
assailable. The  history  of  science  is 
largely  the  story  of  discarded  hypothe- 
ses, to  wit,  those  of  phlogiston,  calorie, 
the  Ptolemaic  hypothesis,  and  former 
theories  of  atomic  structure  and  radia- 
tion— all  of  them  now  on  the  scientific 
scrap-heap. 

"  So  it  may  be  one  day  with  this 
'  soundlv-established  '  evolution  hypothe- 
sis." 

Readers  of  the  Star  may  remember  that 
several  months  ago  we  called  attention 
to  a  paper  Sir  Ambrose  read  before  the 
Victoria  Institute  in  which  he  verv  ably 
assailed  the  supposed  soundness  of  the 
evolutionary   hypothesis   of    man's   origin. 


When  a  writer  of  Sir  Ambrose 
Fleming's  eminence  speaks  on  what 
science  does  and  does  not  do  in  the  realm 
of  religious  faith  hi-  instantly  commands 
attention.  To  those  who  cherish  such  a 
faith  he  gives  great  comfort  by  his  invin-. 
cible  advocacy  of  the  divine  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Bible  and  the  reality  of  a 
living     (iod.  In      this     doubting,      but 

learned,  modern  world  he  stands  as  an 
immovable  pillar  of  faith  and  speaks  with 
such  convincing  logic  that  he  rescues 
thousands  who  otherwise  would  make 
shipwreck  of  their  faith.  On  matters  to 
which  he  addresses  himself  he  speaks 
"  as  one  having  authority."  The  above 
letter  is  an  example. 

It  is  probable  that  the  gentleman  to 
whom  Sir  Ambrose  refers  was  expressing 
his  honest  conviction  that  prayers  are  un- 
answered. But  surely  one  has  a  right 
to  question  his  eligibility  to  testify.  The 
testimony  of  one  witness  whose  prayers 
have  been  answered  is  of  more  weight 
than  that  of  a  thousand  who  have  never 
really   prayed.  Only    those   who    have 

qualified  to  pray,  as  per  divine  direc- 
tions, are  credible  witnesses  on  the  value 
of  prayer.  Atheists,    unrepentant   sin- 

ners, doubters,  pretenders — all  such  are 
incompetent  witnesses ;  their  evidence  is 
worthless.  They  never  pray  as  the 
Apostle  James  directs  (James  1  :  6). 
But  in  all  ages  of  genuine  faith  there  were 
many  who  learned  there  is  efficacv  in 
prayer,  for  they  experience  it ;  their 
prayers  were  answered.  Multitudes  live 
to-day  who  can   bear  this  testimony. 

To  pray  is  to  do  a  reasonable  thing. 
God,  who  has  created  man  in  His  own 
image  and  "  made  him  but  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels,"  certainly  loves  His 
handiwork — His     own     children.  For, 

ascribing  the  qualities  of  justice  and 
mercy  to  Him,  it  is  illogical  to  believe 
otherwise.  And  to  cut  these  children  off 
from  all  communion  with  Him  would  be 
to  do  a  monstrous  thing — an  act  wholly 
incompatible  with  a  loving  Father's 
character. 

But  why  argue?      There  are  multitudes 
who   kfiow   that   God   hears    and    answers 
prayers.        In  the  face  of  this  fact,  argu- 
ments, either  pro  or  con,  are  needless. 
(Continued  on  page  73.) 
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Mission  News 

BLOEMFONTEIN. 

Elder  C.   B.  Spear,   Branch   President, 
183,   Monument  Road,   Bioemfontein. 

On  the  29th  of  February,  Brother  Louis 
Henry  McTaggart  and  Sister  Marthina 
Jacoba  Rossouw  were  baptized  in  the 
public  swimming  baths  and  confirmed  on 
the  1st  of  March  by  Brother  C.  B.  Spear. 
On  the  12th  of  April,  Brother  Adrian 
Alexander  Greenberg,  eldest  son  ot 
Brother  Alex  Greenberg,  of  Ladybrand, 
was  baptized  and  confirmed  by  Brother 
Spear.  We  are  very  delighted  to  wel- 
come these  young  people  into  the  Church 
and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  ever  bless 
them. 

Our  branch  has  suffered  the  loss  of 
Sister  Susan  G.  Lessing,  who  left  for  East 
London  on  the  21st  of  March.  Sister 
Lessing  has  been  an  ardent  worker  in 
both  the  Relief  Society  and  branch  work 
and  we  are  very  sorry  to  lose  her.  Let 
us  hope  that  East  London  will  be  able  to 
take  advantage  of  her  abilities. 

Sister  Florence  Greenberg,  of  Lady- 
brand,  visited  Bioemfontein  for  a  month 
and  returned  to  her  home  much  improved 
in  health  and  spirit.  We  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Brother  Peter 
Fouche,  of  Kimberley. 

Brother  van  Niekerk,  of  the  Strand,  is 
now  a  permanent  resident  of  our  fair  city 
and  we  enjoy  his  association  in  the  branch 
and  hope  that  his  stay  will  be  long  and 
pleasant. 

Our  conference  meeting  held  on  the 
15th  of  April  with  President  Backman, 
and  Elders  Bates,  Clarkson  and  Sorenson 
in  attendance  was  very  enjoyable  and  we 
will  look  forward  to  the  pleasure  of 
another  visit. 

All  of  the  Saints  are  enjoying  good 
health  and  send  greetings  to  all  of  the 
branches  of  the  Mission. 


CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder    John    J.     Bates,    District    President, 

"  Cumorah,"    Main   Road,   Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45    p.m. 

A  "  Thank  you  "  to — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Bligh,  in  Sea  Point, 
from  Sister  Backman  and  Elder  Marsh  for 
a  "  real  banquet  "  on  the  evening  of  16th 
April.  And  then,  from  Elders  Marsh 
and  Clark  a  special  "  thank  you  "  goes 
to  them  for  just  such  a  dinner  and  inter- 
esting evening  on  8th  May.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  add  you  to  our  list  of  friends 
and  from  all  "  Cumorah  "  we  say  "  suc- 
cess to  you." 

The  Seagers,  in  Glencairn,  again,  from 
Sister  Backman,  Elders  Clark  and  Marsh, 
for  another  one  of  those  individual,  tasty 
dinners — and  the  splendid  cottage  meet- 
ing in  the  evening — 22nd  April.  They 
are  friends — "  true-blue." 

David  Gamble,  Esq.,  from  Elders  Clark 
and  Marsh  for  that  good,  big  dinner  and 
social  evening  on  29th  April,  and  again 
on  9th  May.  It  seems  like  we  are  always 
thanking  you,  Mr.  Gamble,  for  things  you 
do  for  us. 

Miss  Beatrice  Berwick  for  those  two 
beautiful  solos  that  "  Cumorah  "  enjoyed 
so  much  on  Sunday  night,  3rd  May. 

In  short. 

What!  Another  Stan.  Smith !  Nearly 
— but  not  quite.  Anyway,  Brother  and 
Sister  Walter  Park  received  a  lovely  male 
gift  on  29th  February.  They  call  him 
Stanford  Hugh,  and  so  it  is  his  name 
because  Brother  Walter  N.  Park  blessed 
him  on  19th  April.  Best  o'  luck  in  the 
rearing,   Brother  and  Sister  Park. 

The  well-known  Bligh-Holder  School 
of  Acting  in  Cape  Town  has  twice  been  a 
"  Hollywood  all  of  its  own."  On  the 
evening  of  16th  April,  Elder  Ray  F. 
Marsh  gave  a  special  lecture  and  demon- 
stration on  "The  Art  of  Stage  Make-up." 
Then,  on  13th  May  he  gave  another  on 
"  Character  Make- Up."  The  Bligh- 
Holder  Attic  Theatre  was  filled  to  capa- 
city for  both  demonstrations. 

Tuesday  night,  5th  May,  the  Mutual 
went   "  Hollvwood. "        Elder  Marsh   en- 
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tertained  over  60'  enthusiasts — letting  out 
a  few  secrets  on  how  the  women  should 
wear  their  Street  Make- Up.  We  will  do 
something  for  the  boys  next  time. 

A  Sunday  School  has  now  been  orga- 
nized in  Goodwood.  Brother  E.  E.  See- 
man  is  Superintendent,  Frank  Smith, 
Sr.,  1st  Assistant,  Frank  Smith,  Jr.,  2nd 
Assistant,  Richard  Smith,  Secretary,  and 
Sister  Irene  Louw,  Teacher  of  the 
Primary    Class. 

Two  more  of  "  Cumorah's  "  family 
said  farewell  and  sailed  off  to  Durban  on 
21st  April.  They  were  Elders  Lincoln 
W.  Kener  and  Frank  W.  Duncan.  From 
Durban  they  headed  for  Pietermaritzburg 
— and  that  is  where  they  are  now.  We 
miss  them — but  our  prayers  are  always 
with  them. 

Elders  Marsh  and  Clark  were  the  two 
Americans  in  the  wireless  play,  "  The 
Wrecker,"  by  Robert  L.  Stevenson, 
which  was  broadcast  from  the  Cape  Town 
Studio,  27th  April. 

Thursday  evening,  30th  April,  all 
comers  to  Cumorah's  P'riesthood  and  Re- 
lief Society  meeting  were  happily  sur- 
prised. It  was  the  fifth  Thursday  in  the 
month — an  appropriate  excuse  for  a 
social.       So  everyone  joined  in  the  fun. 

Two  one-act  plays  have  been  chosen 
by  the  Relief  Society  for  their  annual  con- 
cert in  July.  Try-out  results  disclose  a 
splendid     cast     for     each     play.  Sister 

Cecilia  Harvey  won  the  role  of  leading 
lady  in  "  Uncle  Bob's  Bride  ";  Dick 
Smith,  Uncle  Bob;  his  nieces,  Agnes 
Wilson,  Arlene  Kehl  and  Alice  Spurgin 
are  horror-stricken  when  they  learn  that 
Uncle  Bob  is  married,  and  when  the  in- 
terior decorator,  Mimi  Smith,  arrives  to 
modernize  the  old  house  she  is  taken  for 
the  bride.  Not  until  Uncle  Bob  finally 
appears  is  the  muddle  and  mystery  solved. 
Sister  J.  Fourie,  the  very  deaf  aunt,  adds 
her  share  of  fun  to  the  affair,  pretending 
to  be  more  deaf  at  one  time  than  another. 
Hilda  Swart  will  be  seen  as  Annie,  the 
very    deliberate   maid. 

"  Popping  the  Question,"  the  other 
play,  is  really  so  involved  that  all  the 
parts  are  leads.  Sister  Catherine  Tay- 
lor, as  the  charming  yc  ung  Ellen  Mur- 
ray, is  the  centre  of  most  of  the  tangled 
difficulties,  while  Sister  Janet  Wintle  and 


Edith  Wiid  add  plenty  of  their  clever  wit 
to  make  the  whole  thing  most  embarrass- 
ing. Sister  Margaret  Park  as  Bobbin, 
tries  her  best  to  help  things  along. 
Brothers  John  Wilson  and  Alvin  Park  are 
the  male  issues  and  they  each  find  out 
there  is  much  more  to  "  popping  the 
question  "  than  just  "  popping  it." 

It  was  late  Tuesday  night,  5th  May, 
when  all  at  "  Cumorah  "  heard  the  fun- 
niest and  loudest  noise.  Early  Wednes- 
day morning  the  mystery  was  solved. 
P'resident  Backman,  Elders  Clarkson, 
Bates  and  Millburn  returned  from  their 
Eastern  Province  tour.  No.  They 
did  not  make  a  noise — they  said  the  ex- 
haust pipe  dropped  off  the  car  somewhere 
out  in  the  country  and  they  did  not  stop 
to  put  it  on.     It  is  fine  to  have  them  back. 

"  Cumorah  "  and  the  Southland  wel- 
come Elder  Ralph  W.  Millburn.  Elder 
Clarkson  is  running  him  through  the 
paces  in  the  Mission  Office,  and  from  all 
reports  he  is  fast  climbing  to  the  top.  It 
is^  a  difficult  place — that  Mission  Office — 
and  we  wish  him  "  Speed  and  Accuracy." 

It  was  a  lovely  service,  Sunday  morn- 
ing, 10th  May.  "  Cumorah  "  welcomed 
many  members  and  friends  to  the 
Mothers'  Day  Programme,  which  was 
given  by  members  of  the  Mowbray  and 
Woodstock  classes. 

"  It's  the  happiest  birthday  I've  ever 
had,"  said  our  Mission  Secretary,  Elder 
Clarkson,  on  Sunday,  10th  May.  And 
he  really  meant  it,  too.  But  who  would 
not  when  Sister  Backman  cooks  one  of 
those  "  extra  special  "  dinners?  After 
the  evening  meeting,  we  were  all  invited 
to  the  Newlands  Home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Spears.  A  nice  musical  pro- 
gramme was  enjoyed,  and  a  birthday 
luncheon  was   served.  It  was   topped 

with  a  nice  big  birthday  cake  which  held 
— it  seems — 22  lighted  candles.  Thanks 
to  the  Spears',  and  to  Elder  Clarkson  we 
say   "  Many  happy*  birthdays  to  come." 

In  the  Boys'  Class  of  the  Mutual  a 
harmonica  band  has  been  organized — 20 
strong.       Watch  out  for  the  Harmony. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Mutuals 
the  Annual  Gold  and  Green  Ball  was  given 
in  the  Rondebosch  Town  Hall  on  Satur- 
day night,  16th  May.  A  splendid  crowd 
was   there   to   enjoy   the   fun.        "  Spot  " 
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and  prize  dances  were  introduced,  and  to 
make  it  complete,  refreshments  a'plenty 
were  served.  To  add  to  the  beautifully 
decorated  hall,  revolving  coloured  spot 
lights  were  thrown  on  the  dancers 
through  the  gold  and  green  streamers.  It 
was  many  times  worth  the  efforts  put 
forth,  and  we  look  forward  already  to  our 
next  year's  ball. 

Our  special  service  for  the  month  of 
May,  "  Priesthood  Month,"  was  held 
Sunday     evening,      17th      May.  Elder 

A.  E.  Clarkson  and  President  LeGrand  P. 
Backman  were  the  speakers,  Brother 
Thomas  Wilson  gave  a  vocal  solo,  and 
the  Cumorah  Mixed  Chorus  rendered  the 
anthem  "  Thanks  Be  To  God."  More 
than  80  people  were  present. 

Wedding  bells  rang  for  Daisy  M.  P'irie 
and  Philip  de  Bruyn  on  7th  March.  Good 
luck,   and  may  happiness  be  plentiful. 

Martha  Louisa  Campbell  is  the  name 
given  to  the  new  baby  of  the  Campbell's 
in  Parow.  She  was  blessed  by   Elder 

Ray  F.  Marsh  on  26th  April.  All  of  the 
best  to  the  parents. 

EAST  LONDON. 

Elder  W.  Orin  Taysom,  District  President. 

Elder  C.  H.  Jubber,  Branch  President. 

33,  King  Edward's  Road,  Vincent, 

East  London. 

East  London  was  greatly  honoured  with 
a  visit  from  President  LeGrand  P.  Back- 
man  and  Elders  Clarkson,  Bates  and 
Sorenson  at  the  semi-annual  conference 
on  Sunday,  26th  May.  The  spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  surely  manifest  in  all  of  the 
meetings,  the  attendance  was  excellent, 
and  the  programme  under  the  direction  of 
Elder  Taysom  was  carried  on  in  a  pleas- 
ing manner.  We  feel  that  the  visit  of 
the  President  and  his  associates  was  of 
great  benefit  to  the  work  in  this  part  of 
the  Lord's  vineyard. 

We  are  very  happy  to  announce  the 
baptism  of  Sidney  Basso,  of  East  London. 
The  baptism  was  performed  by  Lance 
Jubber  and  the  confirmation  by  Elder  W. 
Orin  Taysom.  We  heartily  welcome 
Sidney  into  full  fellowship  in  the  Church. 

The  M.I. A.  of  East  London  is  sponsor- 
ing a  dance  on  the  16th  of  May,  to  be 
held    at    the    Railwav    Institute    and    the 


music  to  be   furnished  by  Phil   Preston's 
"  New  Orpheans." 

After  an  absence  of  nearly  seven  years, 
Elder  Wells  L.  Evans  favoured  East 
London  with  a  visit  while  on  business  tour 
of  the  Union.  Elder  Evans  gave  a  most 
interesting  sermon  to  the  assembled  saints 
on  the  evening  of  3rd  May. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder    Wm.    Alton   Sorenson,    District    Presi- 
dent. 
Elder    R.    K.    F.    Doller,    Branch    President, 
Bushy   Park,  23,   Quoit  St.,   Port   Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm 
Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

The  District  conference  held  in  Port 
Elizabeth  on  the  3rd  of  May  was  indeed 
an     outstanding     success.  Attendance 

reached  record  breaking  numbers  and  the 
wonderful  spirit  present  filled  the  hearts 
of  every  one.  A  sincere  thanks  is  ex- 
tended to  President  Backman  for  his 
piano  selections  and  his  unforgetable 
words  of  advice  and  encouragement ; 
Elder  John  J.  Bates  for  his  vocal  solo  and 
inspiring  talk;  Elder  A.  E.  Clarkson  for 
the  brief  portion  of  his  time  and  talents  ; 
the  children,  who  contributed  their  part 
towards  making  the  programme  a  suc- 
cess ;  and  the  many  good  friends  and 
members  who  were  so  loyal  in  their  sup- 
port. A  great  portion  of  the  success  of 
the  conference  is  due  to  the  untiring 
efforts  and  the  constructive  work  of  Elder 
Ralph  W.  Millburn  during  the  past  four 
months. 

A  very  hearty  welcome  is  given  to  Elder 
William  Alton  Sorenson,  who  succeeds 
Elder  Ralph  W.  Millburn  as  District 
President. 

The  Elders  were  favoured  with  the  as- 
sociation of  Elders  Lincoln  W.  Kener  and 
Frank  W.  Duncan  on  the  24th  of  April. 
The  visiting  Elders  were  ashore  for  a  day 
while  en  route  to  Maritzburg,  their  new 
assignment. 

Mona  Bester,  daughter  of  Sister  Bester, 
underwent  a  tonsil  operation  on  the  30th 
of  April.  We  are  happy  to  say  that  she 
has  fully  recovered. 

Sister  May  Stark,  of  Johannesburg, 
has  been  a  very  welcome  visitor  in  Port 
Elizabeth  for  the  past  three  weeks. 
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Our  good  friend,  Mrs.  Daniels,  of 
Johannesburg,  spent  a  pleasant  visit  with 
her  sister,    Mrs.   J.    Faddell.  She   re- 

turned home  on  the  25th  of  April. 

Culminating  a  long  serious  illness, 
Brother  le  Roux,  of  Port  Elizabeth  passed 
away  Friday,  the  1st  of  May.  Heart-felt 
sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  le  Roux  in 
her  time  of  sorrow. 


DURBAN,  NATAL  DISTRICT. 
Elder  Julian  R.  Durham,  District  President. 

Meetings     held     at  Perla     Siedle     Studio, 
Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel  Streets. 
Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.     Evening  Service, 
7  pm. 

Very  late  on  Friday  evening,  17th 
April,  the  Durban  Elders  were  rudely 
awakened  by  bellowing  voices  outside 
their   bedroom   window.  To   their  joy, 

President  Backman  with  Elders  Albert  E. 
Clarkson,  John  J.  Bates  and  William  A. 
Sorenson  had  arrived  for  conference. 
After  all  the  greetings  were  over,  all 
scrambled  to  bed,  tired  hut  happy. 

Sunday  brought  conference  with  all  the 
enthusiasm  the  Saints  could  offer.  The 
Sunday  School  session  was  well  attended 
and  a  very  good  programme  was  pre- 
sented. President  Backman,  Elders 
Clarkson  and  Bates  gave  inspiring  ad- 
dresses in  the  evening  session  and  the 
musical  programme  was  furnished  by  the 
Cumorah  Minute  Men  and  Elder  Bates. 
We  are  thankful  to  all  who  assisted  in 
making  conference  such  a  success. 

Wednesday  evening,  22nd  April,  the 
Relief  Society  sponsored  a  social  at  the 
Studio.  An  enthusiastic  crowd,  with 
Elder  Bates  as  master  of  ceremonies, 
joined  in  the  fun.  Refreshments  were 

served. 

While  President  Backman  and  his  asso- 
ciate Elders  were  with  us,  they  were  re- 
ceived and  courteously  entertained  by 
several  of  the  friends  and  members.  We 
sincerely  appreciate  the  hospitality  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Smythe,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eddie  Howells,  Mr.  Murraybrown,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   Dunstan,   Mr,  and  Mrs.  Riley, 


Brother  and  Sister  Moore  and  Sister  Sea- 
ward. 

We  all  regretted  seeing  President  and 
the  Elders  pull  up  stakes  and  leave,  but 
on  Thursday  morning,  23rd  April,  after 
hand  clasps  and  back  slaps,  they  left  us, 
with   a  God-speed   from   us. 

On  Sunday,  26th  April,  the  mail  boat 
brought  to  us  Elders  Lincoln  W.  Kener 
and  Frank  W.  Duncan,  who  have  been 
assigned  to  re-open  Pietermaritzburg, 
which  has  been  closed  as  a  field  of  labour 
since  the  year  1860.  Brother  Layton 
Alldredge  extended  his  hand  of  fellowship 
to  the  Elders  and  gave  them  shelter. 
From  the  last  reports  from  Martizburg 
the  new  Elders  are  both  well  and  very 
happy  in  their  labours. 

In  the  Sunday  evening  service  of  3rd 
May,  Brother  Walter  King  was  or- 
dained to  the  office  of  Teacher  by  Elder 
Julian  R.  Durham.  May  the  Lord  bless 
him  and  magnify  him  in  his  calling  that 
he  may  be  ever  found  worthy. 

On  the  beautiful  morning  of  Saturday, 
i9th  May,  a  baptismal  service  was  held 
for  Robert  Leslie  Bosse  and  Charles 
Gabriel  Bosse.  The  baptisms  were  per- 
formed by  Elders  Julian  R.  Durham  and 
Robert  R.  Child  and  the  candidates  were 
respectively  confirmed  by  Elders  Lincoln 
W.  Kener  and  Frank  W.  Duncan.  On 
Sunday,  10th  May,  Frances  Sheila  Bosse 
was  blessed  by  Elder  Durham  and  Lavinia 
Gertie  Bosse  was  blessed  by  Elder  Child. 
May  the  blessings  of  Heaven  be  with 
these  new  members  of  the  fold. 

In  a  complete  reorganization  of  the  Re- 
lief Society,  Sister  Margaret  Carolina 
Fletcher  was  set  apart  as  President,  Sister 
Lizzie  Moore  as  First  Counsellor,  Sister 
Margaret  De  Goede  as  Second  Counsel- 
lor and  Sister  Charlotte  Hancock  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  We  are  con- 
fident that  under  this  able  leadership  the 
Relief  Society  will  grow  both  in  numbers 
and  in  spirit.  At  the  same  meeting  as 
this  organization,  the  Durban  branch 
presidency  was  released  with  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  their  support  and 
efforts, 
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TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 
District  President:  Elder  Howard  C.  Badger. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 
Sundays  at  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

Springs  Hall,  19,  Second  Avenue,  Geduld : 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  8.00  p.m.  ;  and 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7. 30  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  St.,  Rosetten- 
ville:   Sundays  at   10.30  a.m.    and  7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer, 
Waterval  Estate:  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00  p.m. 

Our  claim,  that  if  one  sincerely  and 
prayerfully  investigates  Mormonism  they 
will  discover  it  to  be  the  true  and  com- 
plete teachings  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  was  further  substantiated  on  17th 
April,  1936,  when  Sister  Mabel  Bryant,  of 
Pretoria,  applied  for  baptism  and  under- 
went the  ordinances.  At  the  same  ser- 
vice Brother  Andries  Louw,  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  H.  C.  Louw,  was  bap- 
tized. The  ordinances  were  administered 
respectively  by  Elders  Irons  and  Shum- 
way.  We  welcome  these  two  fine  mem- 
bers into  fellowship  in  the  Church  and 
pray  that  they  might  be  blessed  and  be 
happy  in  their  living  the  Gospel. 

The  Ramah  Ladies'  Relief  Society 
Auxiliary  staged  a  very  successful  dance 
in  our  hall  last  16th  of  April.  The 
"  Schubach  Four  "  furnished  the  music, 
refreshments  were  served,  and  the  large 
attendance  enjoyed  a  fine  evening  of  en- 
tertainment. The  function  was  spon- 
sored in  the  hope  of  raising  funds  for  the 
poor  and  needy,  and  they  report  that  it 
ably  served  its  purpose.  The  officers  and 
all  concerned  are  to  be  commended  on 
the   success   of  the   activity. 

Our  little  hall  was  filled  to  near  capa- 
city on  Sunday,  10th  May,  as  the  Ramah 
and  Liahona  members  and  friends  met  to 
commemorate      Mothers'      Day.  Mr. 

Stone  and  son,  and  Brother  Clarence 
Randall  rendered  fitting  music  in  honour 
of  Motherhood.  The  Primary  children 
sang  a  song  in  honour  of  Mothers,  and 
the  speakers  lauded  home  and  Mothers. 
It  was  one  of  the  most  touching  and  in- 
spiring services  of  the  year.  To  com- 
plete the  evening,  white  carnations  were 
passsed  out  to  all  Mothers  and  a  minute's 
silence  observed  for  those  who  had  passed 


on.  It  is  our  little  way  of  expressing 
our  appreciation  to  Mothers  and  Mother- 
hood the  wide  world  over.  May  God 
bless  all  of  you. 

District  President  Badger  visited  mem- 
bers in  Boksburg  and  Benoni  on  the  24th, 
to  give  inspiration  and  encouragement 
to  members.  Conditions  were  encourag- 
ing and  he  reports  being  well  pleased  at 
the  prospects. 

Brother  Evan  P.  Wright  conducted  the 
Sunday  evening  service  of  3rd  May,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  M.I.A.  Elder  Badger 
was  principal  speaker,  his  topic  being 
"  Revelation  "  Songs  and  readings  fur- 
ther  added   to   the   impressiveness. 

Cottage  meetings  have  been  held  semi- 
monthly at  the  home  of  Brother  N.  G. 
Muir,  in  Jeppestown.  Good  attendance 
and  spirit  prevails.  At  present  they  are 
discussing  the  topics  of  Kelch  Reference 
and  gaining  considerable  enlightenment 
and  correct  interpretation  regarding 
Church  doctrines.  Everyone  who  possi- 
bly can  arrange  to  come  is  cordially  in- 
vited. Time :  8  p.m.  on  alternating 
Wednesdays. 
Waterval. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
A.  C.  Brummer  upon  the  birth  of  a  baby 
girl,  born  19th  April,  1936.  It  looks 
like  you  will  be  spending  some  time  walk- 
ing the  floors.  Joy  to  you  and  all  the 
family. 

The  largest  attendance  in  Waterval 
Branch  history  attended  Mothers'  Day 
service  on  10th  May.  Some  50  odd  were 
out  to  pay  tribute  to  Mothers.  Speakers 
were  Brothers  J.  P.  Brummer,  W.  H. 
Brummer,  A.  C.  Brummer,  J.  E.  Brum- 
mer. The  children  recited,  sang  and 
performed  like  professionals  and  the 
hearts  of  all  were  touched  with  the  beauty 
of  the  service.  Many  friends  were  in  at- 
tendance and  all  pronounce  it  as  one  of 
the  finest  services  of  the  year.  We  in- 
vite all  our  friends  back  and  assure  them 
that  we  really  conduct  some  inspirational 
meetings.  Brother  J.  P.  Brummer  and 
his  counsellors  deserved  great  praise  for 
the  commendable  conducting. 

Cottage  meetings  are  being  held  every 
other  Wednesday  evening  at  the  homes  of 
Brother  S.  J.  Brummer  and  Brother  Coet- 
zee.       It  is  lending  great  encouragement 
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to  the  saints  in  Newlands  and  we  hope  to 
effect  some  excellent  proselyting  work  in 
this  way,  through  inviting  friends  to 
attend. 

Liahona. 

The  Liahona  Branch  held  a  very  suc- 
cessful picnic  at  the  Zoo  on  13th  April, 
Easter    Monday.  About   50   attended, 

played  indoor  baseball,  games  and  romped 
around  to  their  greatest  delight.  It  was 
a  fine  outing  for  all.  Brother  Tex 
Smith,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School,  was  in  charge.  Nice  work, 
Brother  Smith. 

Our  Sunday  School  concert,  held  22nd 
April,  at  the  home  of  Brother  Chas. 
Schubach,  was  a  big  hit.  Everyone 
participated  from  the  smaller  tots  to  the 
grown-ups.  The      programme      com- 

menced at  8  p.m.  and  continued  until  11 
p.m.  Anyone  who  so  chose  donated 
money  for  it,  and  the  money  obtained 
was  used  to  pav  for  flowers  and  cards 
used  in  the  Mothers'   Day  service. 

About  twenty  excited  little  tots  recited, 
sang  and  otherwise  displayed  their  appre- 
ciation to  their  Mothers,  at  the  Annual 
Mothers'  Day  service  of  the  Liahona 
Branch.  Some  of  the  adult  members  ren- 
dered songs  of  Mother  and  we  heard  a 
"  Mother's  "  response  from  Sister  Tex 
Smith.  It  was  a  sweet  sincere  spirit  that 
manifested  itself  and  the  Mothers  felt  well 
repaid  for  attending. 

Liahona  Branch  members  and  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Transvaal  desire  at  this  time 
to  express  their  sincere  sorrow  and  sym- 
pathy to  Brother  and  Sister  L.  G.  Muir 
and  family  at  the  recent  death  of  Brother 
Muir's     father.        Mr.      Muir     died     29th 
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April  .it  his  honie  in  Pretoria.  He  had 
reached  the  age  of  89  years. 

Brother  and  Sister  van  Rooyan,  of 
Potchefstroom,  paid  us  a  cheery  visit  on 
25th  April.  They  have  been  there  for 
two  months,  due  to  Brother  Van's  work. 
Hope  to  soon  see  them  around  Ramah. 

Several  members  have  been  confined  to 
their  beds  due  to  illness,  during  the  past 
month.  Sister  Stuthridge  and  Brother 
H.  C.  Louw  have  been  to  the  hospital 
pending  operations  for  internal  troubles. 
At  present  they  are  improved  and  con- 
valescing. We  hope  they  soon  recover 
and  are  again  with  us. 


Transvaal  District  Conference  will  be 
held  7th  June,  1936.  President  Back  = 
man  wiH  be  in  attendance.  Keep  date 
open. 

Ramah  and  Liahona  Conjoint  Service 
was  held  at  Ramah  on  19th  April,  and  a 
good  crowd  attended.  Sister  Isa  Coet- 
zee  furnished  the  music,  in  the  form  of 
a  beautiful  vocal  solo.  Brother  W.  H. 
Brummer  and  Elder  Parkinson  were 
speakers. 
Pretoria. 

District  President  Howard  C.  Badger 
and  his  chauffeur,  Elder  Parkinson, 
visited  Pretoria  Branch  on  7th  April,  and 
again  on  the  12th,  and  spoke  at  the 
evening  service.  The  service  was  the 
Easter   service.  Elder   Badger's   topic 

was   on   the   "  Resurrection  "    and    Elder 
Parkinson  spoke  on  the  "  Crucifixion." 

Brother  Dieperink,  our  Branch  Presi- 
dent, has  returned  from  travelling  on  the 
road.  He  will  now  be  settled  in  Pre- 
toria and  will  be  able  to  lend  his  services 
toward  the  betterment  of  prevailing  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  Ernest  Lane,  of  Bloemfon+ein,  son 
of  Sister  Lane,  spent  the  Easter  holidays 
with  his  mother  in  P'retoria. 

(Continued  on  page  73.) 
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